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Who Do We Pray To? pray for you,

Colossians 1:3 ESV

Yahweh's Assembly
in Yahshua

We always thank
Yahweh, the Father of
our Master Yahshua

During a recent Bible Study, we looked at the letter written to the peo-
ple of Ephesus. It's noted to be one of The Prison Epistles, as it is believed
to be written during one of the times Paul was imprisoned. The other
Prison Epistles (letters) are Philippians, Colossians, and Philemon.

One scholar (Dr. Ryrie) had noted "there is an absence of controversy
in the epistle." This was a delightful thing for me to see personally in the
introduction to this letter in Ryrie's Study Bible, before even getting into
the letter, as there was a little bit of an uproar on the topic of "Who Do
We Pray To?" during a previous Bible Study.

Striving for Peace

While we do strive for peace, especially in the assemblies (in the Mes-
siah and in the Spirit), it is not unusual for controversies to arise. Re-
. 3 cently, we had a controversy on the
. ; idea we can and should pray to the
” Son; and that, by doing so, we will
be spiritually uplifted and blessed.

Truth be told, there is a lot of
good information about Who
Yahshua is, and what Yahweh has
done for us through Him. One of
those things is peace and overall
wellbeing, along with countless
; other things we are blessed with
- . S from Yahweh's Word.

Yet, we are not excused from the daily struggles and troubles that do
arise, through which we are given the opportunity to overcome and build
proper character in Messiah to Yahweh's esteem. In all, we look to mag-
nify Yahweh and not ourselves. We allow Yahshua to walk in us, and we
conform to Him in the Spirit. All of this helps produce peace.
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The Father and The Son

The letter to the Ephesians is a powerful testimony to the separation
(and the unity) of the Father and the Son. In other letters, which the
Apostle Paul authored, we see he often mentioned the Father and the
Son as separate Beings. That is how many of them start out. But, this let-
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ter to the Ephesians is special because he places much more emphasis on its introduction by giving instruc-
tion as to Who is Who and what it is that They do for us.

For example, all blessings are from Yahweh and through Yahshua, Blessed is the Elohim and Father of our
Master Yahshua Messiah, Who did bless us in every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Messiah, Eph.
1:3 YLT.

Paul continues to teach that Yahweh has predestined us to Himself, through Yahshua, even as He
[Yahweh] chose us in Him [Yahshua] before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless
before Him [Yahweh]. In love, He [Yahweh] predestined us for adoption as sons [sons of the Father] through
Yahshua Messiah [the Son], according to the purpose of His [the Father's] will, Eph. 1:4-5 ESV.

On a personal level, for us, we should note that love, holiness, and being blameless are intrinsically con-
nected together with each other. You can't truly have one without the others. And, no, this is not a lesson of
the so-called trinity.

The letter continues in verse 6 to point to the Father having blessed us, in the Beloved (the Son).

Why is Paul emphasizing all of this? Why would the Spirit of Yahweh inspire Paul to just go on and on,
which he does, showing the differences of Yahweh and Yahshua in this first chapter?

While some of the "He," "His," and "Him" could be proposed for either the Father or the Son, the point is,
there is a separation, while still having unity of goals, purpose, intent, etc. Obviously, in all of this, "His will" is
speaking of the Father. But, also, His will is being done through the Son (Eph. 1:9, 11). Read the first chapter
and see if you can see the differences, as well as the unity of the Father and the Son. Especially, His will being
worked out through the Son.

Headship

Paul, in another letter, wanted to relate to the brethren in absolutely clear language, the Father is above
the Son. ...l want you to understand that Messiah is the head of every man, and the man is the head of a
woman, and Elohim is the head of Messiah, 1 Cor. 11:3 NASB.

We can see, in other Scripture, this same order of the Father over the Son, related in an analogy of Wis-
dom, in which, Wisdom is an obvious reference to the Son:

Yahweh possessed [i.e., obtained, as in begotten] me at the beginning of His way, before His works of old.
From everlasting | was established, from the beginning, from the earliest times of the earth. When there were
no depths | was brought forth, when there were no springs abounding with water. Before the mountains were
settled, before the hills | was brought forth; While He had not yet made the earth and the fields, nor the first
dust of the world. When He established the heavens, | was there, when He inscribed a circle on the face of the
deep, when He made firm the skies above, when the springs of the deep became fixed, when He set for the
sea its boundary so that the water would not transgress His command, when He marked out the foundations
of the earth; then | was beside Him, as a master workman; and | was daily His delight, rejoicing always before
Him, Prov. 8:22—-30 NASB.

We understand the Logos (Word) of the New Testament is the Debar (Word) of the Old Testament (John
1:1-3).

It's clear that Yahweh provides for us, and loves us, with a love a Father has for His children. We are under
Yahshua, as Yahshua is under Yahweh.

Praying to The Father

Why is it important that we point out the differences, as well as the unity among our Father and His Son?
It's the same reason, | personally believe, Paul was inspired to write what he did in the letter to the Ephe-
sians. A letter, believed to have been written, knowing it would be copied and shared, as Dr. Ryrie also at-
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tests to, by pointing out, "Several things indicate that Ephesians was a circular letter, a doctrinal treatise, in
the form of a letter, to the [assemblies] in Asia Minor. Some good Greek mss. omit the words ‘at Ephesus’ in
1:1. ...and it does not deal with the problems of particular [assemblies]. Since Paul had worked at Ephesus for
about three years and since he normally mentioned many friends in the [assemblies] to whom he wrote, the
absence of personal names in this letter strongly supports the idea of its encyclical character. It was likely
sent first to Ephesus by Tychicus (Eph. 6:21-22; Col. 4:7-8) and is probably the same letter that is called ‘my
letter...from Laodicea’ in Col. 4:16."

Paul, in this doctrinal type letter, continues to emphasize the differences and the unity of the Father and
the Son. Their positions, and Their authority. He then, in dramatic penmanship of the order in which it is writ-
ten, shows without question, Who he bows his knee to and Who we are to pray to. Because through Him
[the Son] we both have access to the Father by one Spirit, Eph 2:18 TS.

Now picture, if you will, the body of Messiah, which Paul speaks of describing from the head to the feet.
While we are all in the body, we together with Messiah in us are under Yahweh the Father in His Spirit, and
together, kneel before the Father as we pray through the Son in the Spirit.

Reading further Paul, as he often does, explains himself, by saying, ...l bow my knees unto the Father of our
Master Yahshua Messiah, Eph 3:14 YLT. It's clear that prayer goes to the Father, though the Son. He does not
just say this for himself. He says it for all the brethren everywhere, in all the assemblies:

Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men but as wise, making the most of your time, because
the days are evil. So then do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Master is. [same as the Fa-
ther's will, John 15:8-10], and do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit,
speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody with your heart
to the Master; always giving thanks for all things in the name of our Master Yahshua Messiah to Elohim, even
the Father; and be subject to one another in the fear of Messiah, Eph 5:15—-21 NASB.

In Messiah

If the Messiah is in you and walking in you, you will do
as He did. He Himself pointed to the Father, and said, This,
then, is the way you should pray: “Our Father Who is in the
heavens, let Your Name be set-apart,” Matt. 6:9 TS.

Paul, in thinking about what he has already said, also
said, Be imitators of me, just as | also am of Messiah, 1
Cor. 11:1 NASB. What did the Messiah do? He defaulted to
the Father, in prayer, and in worship, even asking, ... Why
do you call Me good? No one is good except Elohim alone,
Luke 18:19 ESV. Sl v — i

There is much more that could be shared, and it just so happened that we picked up and ran our Mini-
Study called, "The Meaning of Prayer," this last month for the Study in Focus online, which also just happens
to cover this doctrinal issue in more detail.

Coincidence? Is our life in Messiah and respect for both Him and His Father a coincidence? Not at all. Nei-
ther is refuting false doctrines. And we do so by the very Word of Yahweh, in the Father's Holy Spirit.

We go to the Throne, established from eternity, and have access through the Son (at His right hand, Eph.
1:20) to the Father, Who currently sits on that Great Throne above all (Dan. 7:9, 13).

Read through the book of Ephesians and ask the questions, "Who do we pray to?" and, alternatively, "Who
do we go through in prayer?" It's two different answers, just as Paul, and Yahshua (John 14:6), emphasized
for the assemblies.

Elder David Brett
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Late Landscaping

With some help from our video editor, David Choate, we were able
to finish up some needed landscaping. Brother Dale Pedrick had origi-
nally laid the foundation for the cedar mulch way back in March.

Elder David Brett was on hand with pitchfork and coveralls for the

Yahweh's Assembly in Yahshua
2963 County Road 233 Kingdom City, MO 63262

cold weather. Praise Yahweh for helping us get this done before any Main Line: 1.073 642.4100
snow came in. We are grateful for His provisions provided through Toll Free: 1.877.642.4101
Yahshua our Savior and soon coming King. Fax Line: 1.973 642 4104

E-Mail: Newsletter@YAIY.org

Did You Know?

The first two books of the Torah,
actually read Torah in the He-
brew every 49th letter (multiple
of 7s), and the last two do the
same, except in reverse, pointing
to the middle book of Leviticus.
It has every 7th letter spelling out
Yahweh’s Name. Amazing!
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